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Cast of Characters

Joshua:

Penny:

Scene

Silver Creek Senior Center for Advanced Living, Nebraska

Ti me

4pm



The sound of rhythmic sleigh bells. Joshua, Penny
and Dirk parade down the aisle dressed in their
hol i day best. Penny keeps tinme with her bells
while Dirk and Joshua carry in a festive trunk.

They sing...
ALL
Jingle bells, jingle bells, they jingle jangle and
jerk! Get ready for fun and |ots of perk with..
JOSHUA
Josh-wah. ..
PENNY
Penny. . .
DI RK
And Diiiiirk!!
Bi g nusi cal and physical flourish!!
JOSHUA
Hel | o! And wel cone to...
ALL
The "We Al Belong, W Al Get Al ong Non-Denom nati onal
Travel ing Hol i day Pageant!™
PENNY
(under her breath) Stupidest fucking title on earth.
DI RK
Penny. .. you prom sed.
JOSHUA
We are thrilled to be with you here today at the Silver
Creek Senior Center for Advanced Living.
DI RK
(pani cking) Senior center. Senior center. Did he say
seni or center? Chmygod | ook at themall. | can’'t
breat he. <horrible, barky, wheezy sound>
PENNY
Shit. Get himoffstage! Now
JOSHUA

Back in a nonent folks. In the neantine, let Bing s
sweet pah-rum puh-pum puns hold you and heal you

Joshua slaps on Bing Crosby’s "Little Drunmer Boy"
and all three rush backstage.



PENNY
Now you listen to me. W do malls, we do office
parties, we do the YMCA, but we do NOT do old age

hones.
JOSHUA

| think you nmean "Dwellings for Advanced Living."
PENNY

| think you wanna shut your nouth.
DI RK

<horri bl e, barky, wheezy sound>

JOSHUA
What is that, what’s happeni ng?

PENNY
That’s his distress bark. Do you not know himat all?

JOSHUA
Those aren’t the sounds he makes with ne, sweetheart.

DI RK
<horri bl e, barky, wheezy sound>

JOSHUA
What canl dowhat canl do?

Penny pushes Joshua out of the way.
PENNY

| got this. Who's doing a nonkey face? That’'s right,
Penny is! Penny’s doing a nonkey face!

Penny does a brilliant nonkey face. Dirk smles
and regains his breath.
There he is! In... and out....

JOSHUA
You scared ne babe. Beard snoosh?

DI RK
Bear d snoosh

Joshua and Dirk tenderly snoosh their beards.

JOSHUA
You ok?

DI RK
No. No I"'mnot. Perhaps | wasn’'t clear when | told you
Penny and | were orphaned when our parents-



PENNY
Dl ED

DI RK
And then we went to live with our super crazy old
grandparents who al so-

PENNY
Dl ED

DI RK
And then we noved in with our great Aunt Sylvie who
choked on her Cream of Wheat and consequently-

PENNY/ J OSHUA
Dl ED

JOSHUA
| get it Penny!

Dl RK
Now | can’t be near old people without feeling the life
force | eaking fromny body.

JOSHUA
Nonsense babe, you got this. Let’s get back out there!

PENNY
Joshua, no, he can't-

Joshua pushes them back onst age.

JOSHUA
Thank you for your patience, folks. And now. ..

Penny, Dirk and Joshua tear off their garb to
reveal snowfl ake-inspired dance attire underneat h.

ALL
A weat her-inspired ballet!
Musi c. Penny and Dirk take handcrafted snowfl ake
headdresses fromthe trunk and affix them
reverently to their heads. They begi n the dance.
PENNY/ DI RK

(sung) I'’'mdreaming of a whiiiiiite....

Joshua joins the ballet, donning a headdress
representing all nationalities and weat her.



JOSHUA
(sung) ...African Anerican, Latino, Asian, M xed Race,
or Native slash Aboriginal...

PENNY/ DI RK
(sung) Christmas! Just |ike the ones we used to know.
Where the treetops glisten! And children [isten! To
hear. ..

JOSHUA
(sung) Unl ess they' re Deaf...

PENNY/ DI RK
(sung) Sleigh bells in the snow.. ..

JOSHUA
(sung) Unl ess gl obal warm ng makes snow a thing of the
past, or you live in a dry, arid land |ike Arizona, New
Mexi co or Nevada. .

PENNY/ DI RK
(sung) I'’mdreanming of a whiiiiiite....

JOSHUA
(sung) ...African American, Latino, Asian, M xed Race
or Native slash Aboriginal...

PENNY
SHUT UP SHUT UP SHUT UP! YOU RE RUI NI NG EVERYTHI NG !'!'!

She stornms backstage. Dirk is left frozen in
ar abesque, staring blankly into the audi ence.

JOSHUA
D rk baby, keep going. We don’'t need her. Dirk?

DI RK
Mortality... | look into this sea of grayed hairs and
winkled faces and all | feel is the painful sting of
ny own nortality... W' re dying now, friends, even as
we speak. Sl ooooowwd y dying. Except for you sir, you
| ook like you could go at any mnute...

JOSHUA
Ladi es and gentl enmen - ahemforgive nme - |adies and
gentl eman and those who identify thensel ves as neither
| adi es nor gentl eman, but sonething in that beautiful
i n- between, we need just another nonent.

He slaps "Little Drummer Boy" back on and drags a
dazed Di rk backstage, where Penny is fum ng.



PENNY
What the hell is wong with you?! A "native slash
aboriginal Christmas?"

JOSHUA
There is a dark-skinned man in the third row wearing a
hand-crafted turquoi se necklace rem ni scent of the
Ameri can sout hwest. Wat woul d you have ne do? Stand by
while you wish a clearly Native man a WH TE Chri st mas?
Are we ani mal s?

PENNY
You are the | ukewarm water of social engagenent. | want
to gargle you and spit you back into ny sink

JOSHUA
Whaaaaat ?

PENNY

Ever since you joined our act, it’s becone a dul
di spl ay of diplomatic drivel.

JOSHUA
Qoooooh, alliteration!

PENNY
| nmean, where’s the danger? The sex?

JOSHUA
| s there usually dangerous sex in the holiday show
featuring you and your tw n brother? Because, | have to
say Penny, ny openm ndedness draws its |line at
tw ncest.

PENNY

Can it, Joshual

JOSHUA
For the last tinme, it’s pronounced Josh-WAH.

PENNY
That' s what | said.

JOSHUA
Actual ly? No. It’s not.

JOSHUA/ DI RK
You pretend the "U' isn’'t there and go straight to the
stressed "WAH. " Josh - WAH.

JOSHUA
Thanks babe.



PENNY
(referring to his headdress)
Where did you even find time to build that hideous
monstrosity, Josh-WAH?

JOSHUA
One neakes tinme for the inportant things in life.
DI RK
NO THEY DON T!'!! THAT' S THE PROBLEM SEE!? THERE | S NO
TIME! WE RE ALL RUNNING QUT OF TIHIHITITTME!
Dirk throttles Penny and Joshua then rel eases
them Silence.
Ch man, I'mlosing it. I'"'mlosing it, huh?
PENNY
It’s ok buddy. | know what’ || make you feel better. W
al ways bring the house dowmn with "Gretto EIf."
JOSHUA
..."vertically challenged ethnic assistant..."
DI RK
Babe, | |ove you, but your incessant need to be

sensitive is insufferable.

PENNY
We're doing "Chetto EIf." As is.

Penny drags them onstage. Al three drop to their
knees, put on elf caps and start beat boxing. They
rap in fully-realized elf voices.

DI RK
"A one..."

PENNY
"Atwo..."

ALL
"A one two three four..."

DI RK
"Puttin’ final touches on Santa' s -

PENNY/ J OSHUA
TOYZ!

Dl RK
| swing ny noggin 2 the right and see ny elfin’-



PENNY/ JOSHUA
BOYZ!

DI RK
l"’mlike - (drops the elf voice) Wwwait a nonent. Can
we pause? Can we cut the crap and just -- pause? | hate
every second of doing this. Wiy the hell do we do this?

JOSHUA
W' re spreadi ng cheer.

Dl RK
But we’'re fucking mserable. (Beat.) Don’t you ever
j ust wanna sl ow down and not give a shit?

He eyes the audi ence.
Li ke these guys. You guys don’t give a shit. About
anything. And it’s beautiful. I'"mnot afraid of you.
wanna BE you.

Beat .
Al | want... is to take ny teeth out and eat pudding
with you guys. Seriously, 1'm30 and | don’t have the

energy to chew anynore. Could |I eat pudding with
soneone? Anyone?? Pl ease?

A man in the audi ence hands Dirk his bow of
puddi ng.
Ch sir! You are the reason for the season sir! Thank
you. You’ve given ne a great gift.

Dirk sits on the ground and eats pudding with a
pl asti c spoon. Suddenly, he’'s deeply peaceful.

PENNY
Un What flavor is that... butterscotch?

Dl RK
Get over here girl.

Penny sits next to himand he spoon feeds her sone
puddi ng. Her shoul ders rel ax. Beat.

| " minsufferabl e, huh?

PENNY Dl RK
Absol utely. You' re an acquired taste babe.

Beat .

DI RK
C nere.



Joshua joins them Dirk spoons himsone puddi ng.
Dirk closes his eyes.
Cl ose your eyes and breathe in.

JOSHUA
What is that... nothballs?

PENNY
Yup.

Dl RK
<sigh> It’s just like when I was a kid.

End of pl ay.



